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— £50, 000 saved—thank you, Mr Healey! 


CHANCELLORS 
of the Exchequer 
have come to expect 
more brick-bats than 
~ bouquets when they 
present their Budgets, 
but Chancellor 
Healey’s tenth. Budget 
proved that, when it 
came to the handi- 
eS _ capped and the prob- 
_ tems they face, the 


‘@ - Goin 


ANDREW Jessop, from 
 Sherrards Training Centre, 
- Hertfordshire, starts his 
climb at a skiing holiday 
for. ‘spastics in Italy. Full 
report and more pictures 
on page 5. 


... And down 


‘FALLING over was all 
part of the fun. Sally 


Johnson, a  Sherrards 
trainee, is helped up 
by instructor Peter 
Crosland, 


g up... 
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Chancellor was not 
without a heart. 
The — Chancellor’s _ red 


dispatch case held two 
major benefits for the dis- 
abled when he went to the 
House of Commons. to 
present his Budget pro- 
posals last week. 

Mr Healey’s decision not 
to go ahead with the pro- 
posed two per cent sur- 
charge_on National Insur- 
ance contributions by 


renee 


The 


close- 


employers where charities 
are concerned, will mean a 
nett saving of between 
£40-£50,000 for The Spas- 
tics Society. 


When the Chancellor 
first proposed the © sur- 
charge last July, due to 
come, into effect on April 
6, the Society was in the 
vanguard of the lobby to 
exclude chanities from its 
imposition. It would have 
meant the Society having 
to find an extra £93,000 
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lose ‘lifeline’ 


CONTINUALLY rising costs and the effect of 
inflation on voluntary funds have forced The 
Spastics Society to move out of some areas of 
work where it has little support from statutory 


‘bodies. | 
As a result, its Not- 


“tingham Family Help 


Unit, called The 
Mount, which has 
catered for up to 12 
children, and. also pro- 
vided nursery school 
facilities for a further 
15 children, will close 
on April 5. 


This unit, which was set 

up in 1964, has acted as a 
lifeline to thousands of 
parents of severely handi- 
capped children aged two- 
16 years by providing them 
with short term care faci- 
lities during times of 
domestic crises and family 
holidays, as well as with 
nursery schooling for some 
children under. five. 

Many of the children who 
attended the Nottingham unit 
were both mentally and physi- 
cally handicapped. The severity 
of their handicaps demanded a 
high staff radio. 

This, coupled with under- 
use of the unit as local 
authorities’ own financial prob- 
lems resulted in their > cutting 
back on sponsoring children to 
attend the unit, means that the 
Society must this year meet a 
deficit on running costs of 
£40,000, And, says Mr Derek 
Lancaster-Gaye, the Society's 
Director of Resources, ‘in the 
present financial climate we 
just cannot afford to cope with 
such. high revenue costs. 

‘Now those local authorities 
which made use of The Mount 
for either ~ casual short-term 
care or nursery schooling must 
accept full responsibility for 
the children who are displaced. 

No decision has yet been 
made about The Mount’s 
future, but it is possible that it 
may be re-used eventually as a 
residential school for severely 
handicapped cerebral palsied 
children, aged five-16. As such 
it would attract financial sup- 


port from local education 
authorities, 
However, no firm plans for 


the unit’s future can be made 
until the Society has completed 
-its current review of future 
plans for development of its 
services, and costed — these 
against projected income, 


The Society was also facing . 


difficulties in’ maintaining its 
Southampton Family Help 
Unit because of high deficit 
running costs, and had. been 
forced to consider its closure, 
too, _ Instead, however, this 


unit—which presently accom- | 


modates nine children aged 
two-16 years—will be handed 
over at a peppercorn rent to 
the Southampton and District 
Spastics Association, 

The Southampton group 
have received a £22,000 grant 
from the Area Health Author- 
ity to keep the unit open for 
one year in view of the vital 
community service that it pro- 
vides. However. its future. 
beyond the summer of 1978, 
remains uncertain: 

Meantime the Southampton 
Family Help Unit will cater 
for children. with all types of 
handicap. 


| 
| 
| 
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Alison touched hearts 


gross annually and it 
would have been the first 
time charities were directly 
taxed. 

In his Budget speech, 
Mr Healey said that his 
decision followed the repre- 
sentations made to him by 
charities. ‘I have con- 
sidered the representations 
very carefully and I have 
concluded that there is a 
strong case for relief in 
view of the special position 
of these organisations. 
Many charities perform 


valuable work in the com- 
munity and the Govern- 
ment would not wish to see 
them hampered as a result 
of the operation of the 
surcharge,’ he said. 

A Society spokesman 
commented: ‘It is a relief 
to Know that the Chancel- 
lor has been able to res- 
pond favourably to the 
representations made on 
behalf of charitable organi- 
sations to relieve them of 
this additional burden.’ 

Mr Healey also an- 


nounced a year-long 
experimental job-introduc- 
tion schethe for disabled 
people. Its aim is to 
encourage employers to 
take on the handicapped 
on a six-week trial basis 
to demonstrate their ability ~ 
to do a job. The employer 
would receive £30 a week 
towards the worker’s wages 
and the Manpower Ser- 
vices Commission estimate 
that up to 2,000 disabled 
people could benefit at a 
gross cost of £360,000. 


Ss 


oment of triumph — 


THE unforgettable and moving moment of triumph — newly experienced 
by Joe Hughes, remembered by last year’s winner Alyn Haskey and shared 
by Chairman Dorrien Belson as he presents the Society’s Special Achieve- 


Burnes: booms 


A NEWL Y-opened spastics 
shop in Hatfield, Hertfordshire, 
sold out twice im the first day 


of trading, The doors had to- 


be closed at lunchtime while 
stocks were replenished and 
the samething happened again 
later in the day. 

Manageress Mrs _ Beryll 
Smiddy estimates that. they 
had 2,500. customers on the 
first- day. There was: a cons 
stant queue outside and people 
had to be let into the shop a 
few at a-time, 


at home and abroad 


THE appeal of little 
Alison did not only 
touch the hearts of the 
public in this country 
when she appeared on a 
fund-raising poster. The 


story of Alison, aged 10, 
and her determination 
to overcome her handi- 


caps at the Society’s 
Meldreth Manor School 
brought a response from 
the Little Aden Ladies 
Social and Welfare 
Group, in the People’s 
Democratic Republic of 
Yemen. 

So impressed were 


they by Alison’s endeay- 
ours and achievements, 
for she is both mentally 
and physically handi- 
capped but has perse- 
vered to walk instead of 
crawl and can now ride 
a trike, that they imme- 
diately posted a cheque 
tor £150 to The Society. 
_ The group learnt of 
the Meldreth Manor 
School appeal through 
their honorary secretary, 
Mis FE. Tuckett, whose 
home address is in 
Surrey, but who is living 
in Little Aden, 
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signing th 
wheelchairs — but not the strength, Only special skills, ana 
y ear 3 of experience with rust free aluminium alloy —as used in 
has made it possible to get down to an astonishing 
30lb. And we are stickers for precision engineering. Every nut 
and bolt along the line is checked, and then we check it over 
again, We have to, After all we have a reputation for quality. 
Furthermore, wheels, side panels and footrests are all 
detachable. Ideal for travel or storage in most car boots, 
No wonder Newton export more lightweight wheelchairs tha 
any. other UK manufacturers 


Newton Aids Ltd 
NAL Coenen 


onway Street, Lo 
Telephone ; 01-637 6 5962 


When only the best will do— go Newion 


ment Award Silver Cup to Joe Hughes. Full story on pages 6 and 7. 


The Newton 
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Welfare: 
 Noeasy 
choices 


THERE were, ‘no easy choices’ 
in allocating priorities for wel- 
fare benefits, Mr Stanley Orme, 
Minister for Social Security, 
told a Welfare Rights Seminar 
at the University of Salford. 

Mr Orme spoke of ‘the 
four pillars of ‘the - social 
security system’ he wanted to 
see — earnings related pen- 
stons; the child benefit scheme 
which would give further eco- 
nomic independence to 
women; special aid to one- 
parent.families and the exten- 
sion of benefits to the disabled. 

But, he added, the full de- 
velopment of these aims would 
entail more public expenditure. 
which raised the . issue ‘of 
priorities. It had -to be de- 
cided how much public ex- 
penditure was to go to social 
security and how -much to 
other desirable things like edu- 
cation, housing and urban. re- 
newal. 

“We also have to decide our 
priorities within social secur- 
ity expenditure,’ concluded Mr 
Orme. “Should the disabled get 

_ priority over family support, 
for example? There is no easy 
choice.’ 


You can come in, or 


phone in, for help 


A UNIQUE scheme to 
help the handicapped 
has been launched 
in Cheltenham, Glou- 
cestershire. It is the 
Advice Centre for the 
Disabled in the town’s 
High Street and it has 
been officially opened 
by Charles Irving, Chel- 


tenham’s MP. 

Since then Tom Lewis. 
aged 24, the centre’s 
manager, and his staff have 
been dealing with an aver- 


age of 30 clients a week in 


the office and Tom has lost 
count of the number of 
phone calls asking for help. 

He said: ‘The centre rose 
out of an’idea from Grace 
Knowler, Cheltenham and 
District Spastics Group 
welfare worker, and Peter 
Warwick, area social ser- 
vices director, after the 


BEC =-LV. programme 
“Contact” showed the 
work. of a “phone-in” 
advice bureau in Man- 
chester.’ 

They both felt this idea 


could usefully- be extended so 
that people could come in as 
well as phone for advice. ‘I 
was brought in on the scheme 
and we opened the office on 
January 31. After television 
coverage of our work the res- 
ponse went wild but it has 
steadied down to about 30 visi- 
tors a week now, he said. 


Unaware 


‘They come in the main to 
find out just what exists for 
the disabled—most of them 
are yery unaware in this field. 
Apart from queries about 
entitlements and allowances 
some of them want to talk over 
problems connected with their 
disability or else domestic or 
emotional problems. We also 
want to make the general 
public aware of the problems 
of disability—you could say 
that was our biggest problem.’ 

Tom, whose family live in 
Cheltenham, was educated at 


SEVERELY DISABLED CHILDREN 


Fhomas Delarue 
School and Mid-Gloucester 
Technical College where he 
was President of the Studenis’ 
Union tor two years. 


the Society's 


‘LT was unemployed for two 


years until this came up, 
although [ spent 18 months 
working for the social ser- 
vices. {£ am mildly athetoid 
and 1 think it helps people 


when they come in—there is a 
feeling of rapport between us. 
Certainly from my point of 
view I think that if I was to 
come in and see an able-bodied 
person sitting inf this chair I'd 
feel Jess likely to talk about 
my problems. 

‘We are different from the 
Manchester scheme. That is a 
voluntary effort centred round 
the phone. We are an official 
set-up. 

Although the advice centre 
uses voluntary help, it has been 
funded through the govern- 
ment’s job creation programme 
and the premises have been 
adapted for access. 

The Advice Centre for the 
Disabled is at 311 High Street, 
Cheltenham, and the phone 
number is 0242 43030. The 
centre operates normal] business 
hours, Monday to Friday, 


AGED 5 OR OVER MAY QUALI 


FOR MOBILITY ALLOWANCE, 


| holiday at 


rum by spastic workers was 
opened recently by Yeootha 
Joyce and Brian Murphy, stars 
of the popular televiison series 
‘George and Mildred” The 
couple were appearing as the 
Ugly Sisters in the Palladium 
pantomime, “Cinderella, and 
Mr Murphy delighted on- 
lookers at the launderette by 
producing his ‘washing’ — a 
vast pair of lace-trimmed pink 
bloomers which were part of 
his costume in the show. 
Next door to the Jaunderette 
pianist Bobby Crush cut the 
tape across the entrance to a 
gift shop. This will sell such 


Holidays for 


GROUP holidays for a mix- 
ture of handicapped and able- 
bodied young people will be 
held by the I[nter-School 
Christian Fellowship in Devon 
and Sussex this summer. 

A houseparty at Holcombe 
Down, Teignmouth, Devon, 
from July 28 to August 8 is 
open to people betwen 19 and 
25. 
a booking 


This costs £22 (including 
fee of £3). The 
Pilgrims, Seaford, 
Sussex; is for those aged 16 
and over. Dates are August 
4-16, and the ‘price is £19.50p.° 
Both holidays offer varied 
programmes with plenty of 
scope for games, hobbies, 
swimming and visits to places 
of interest. -Each day there 
will be informal prayers and 
discussions on the Cheistian 
faith and its application to” 
everyday life. .In both- cases 
there will be a trained nurse 
on-duty. 
Application 
16+ — activities, 


forms from 
Inter-School 


Christian _ Fellowship, 47 
Marylebone Lane, 
WIM 6AX. 


All day effort was 


young a 
| 
| 


Making good friends 
and new neighbours 


| & SOUTH London launderette 


items as hand-made pine furni- 


ture, pottery, glassware, 
basketwork and general ‘Habi- 
tatery.’ : 


The launderette and shop ar 
part of Good Neighbours’ 
House in Camberwell, an ex- 
citing new project’ launched 
and financed by the Stars 
Organisation for Spastics. It 
is a residential centre for spas- 
tic adults — purpose built as 
part of a new housing estate — 
a close of three-storey buildings 
in warm red brick. The com- 
plex as a whole is on an in- 
finitely more human scale than 
the surrounding concrete tower 
blocks. 

The first spastic residents 
arrived in January and eventu- 
ally there will be accommoda- 
tion for 26 people, including 
married couples. Single resi- 
dents each have a_ bright,- 
comfortably - furnished bed- 
sitter, while couples have both 
bedroom and _ living room. 
There are small TV rooms on 
the first and second floors with 
facilities for making hot 
drinks, as well as the large 
downstairs sitting room. 

Most of the residents are in 
wheelchairs and the building 
is designed to give them maxi- 
mum independence, although 
there is a bleep system for call- 
ing staff in an emergency. Two 
of the young women who had 
come to London from Spastic 
Society centres in isolated 
country mansions spoke of 
their delight at being able to 
wheel themselves out to nearby 
shops and into the everyday 
bustle of urban life. 

As the Good Neighbours 
House residents were 
the. first people to move into 
the new estate, there were none 
of the usual problems of inte- 
grating with an_ established 
community. The launderette, 
and to a lesser extent, the shop 


will provide an essential ser- 


vice for the neighbourhood and 
the disabled people renning 
then: hope to make plenty of 
friends among their customers. 
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_ CLAIM NOW. ae 


THERE were some ~sore 
fingers in -Addlestene 
Brigade Company, 


Allowance. 


This is a benefit to help those 
who are unable (or almost unable) 
to walk. It is up. to you how you use 
the Mobility Allowance to help your 
child get out and about. 


You should claim now if your 
child is aged 5 or over (i.e. ifhe or 
she was born before 14.4.72). 


Severely disabled adults up to 
the age of 50 who have not claimed 
already should do so immediately. 
Others under pension age will 


gualify later. 


If you have a severely disabled 
boy or girl aged 5 or over, he or she 
may qualify for £5-a-week Mobility 


can send you leaflet NI.211 which 
includes a claim form and tells you 
more about the scheme. Oryoucan | 
ask at your local Social Security OFFIC], Lee ee eee ne nee mee se ee OBD SNE 


I 

eel 

Fill in the coupon so that we ; 
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Please send me a copy of leaflet NI.21] about Mobility Allowance. | 


Narje__ 


Aodress_. 


SR SRE Tne | 
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Postcode. eS ES, | 


To Mobility Allowance Unit, OHSS, Norcross, Blackpool FY5 3TA. | 


lexited by te Depariment of Health end Social Security 
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. CHILDREN 


- Spastics Society in Essex has 


when 70 members spent a day 
cutting used pestage stamps 
from envelopes in a three-way 
charity _ effort: The stamps 
were donated to White Lodge 
Spastics Centre and the Bap- 
tist Missionary Society. . The 
girls’ stint with. the scissors was 
sponored on behalf of Brigade 
funds. 


School for blind 


helps new centre 


from an Edin- 
burgh school for the blind held 
a jumble sale which raised £10 
for the new Trinity Centre for 
Spastics in the Scottish capital. 
A group of the blind young- 
sters, aged between eight and 
ten, visited the centre to hear 
how the money would be spent. 


Thank you party 


for anniversary 
COLCHESTER © and District 
celebrated its 21st anniversary 
with a special ‘thank you’ party 
for 30 past committee -mem- 
bers who had devoted time and 
energy to help the cause, Com- 
pere for the evening was Mr 
George Young, a former chair- 
man, whose wife Eve has 
served on the committee since 
the earliest days. 


——_____ 
es 


Brisk business 


A SHOP rin by the Peter- 
borough and District Spastics 
Society raised £1,500 in 12 
weeks’ trading. 


Girls’ 
Surrey, 
| 
i 


; Administrator, 


In practice 


STUDY days on educational — 


technology for the handicapped 
child are to be held in the 
North of England during May. 
The first is at Earls House. 
Hospital, Durham, on Satur- 
day, May 7. (Details from A, 
West, Earl’s House — Unit 
Tel Durham 
64911.) 

The other will take place on 
Sunday, May 8, at Sandfield 
Park School, Liverpool 12. 
(Details from R. M. Palser, 
Headmaster. Tel 051 228 0324.) 

Both study days will cost 


£5.50, including refreshments, | 


payable im advance. Parents 
are specially welcome at a re- 
duced rate of £3.00. ° The 
courses, lasting from 9.20 am 
to 5.20 pm, will cover a broad 
tange of technical aids, equip- 
ment and techniques developed 
for physically and mentally 
handicapped children. 

Studies are essentially of a 
practical nature and “ample 
Opportunity will be given for 
discussion and to try equipment 
being demonstrated. ‘Small 
exhibitions will also be 
mounted. The study days will 
be of interest to teachers, 
therapists, educational psycho- 
logists, health visitors, social 
workers, house parents and all 
who work with physically and 
mentally handicapped children. 


Buffet dance boost. 


A CHARITY buffet dance held 
at the Huntsman Inn, Penton, 


brought in £145 for Brampton 
branch of Cumbria Spastics 


Society, 
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Their combined o 


JEAN Selwyn, chairman of the Alison House manage- 
ment committee, makes friends with two of the guests. 
Jean, who is also senior welfare visitor of the Westminster 


New home 


will help 
in times 
of need 


ALISON House is ‘the 
first home of its kind 
to be opened in cen- 
tral London — a short- 
stay unit for children 
who are physically dis- 
abled, mentally handi- 
capped or both. The 
result of a unique 
co-operative venture 
between three chari- 
ties -and- a focat 
Ait O-F el ty, celts AS 


style’ lunch. 


including Miss Reynolds’ four- 
year-old Bassett Hound, Emily, 
who submits good-humouredly 


sree = . desisned to rovide to the children’s energetic 
es for Mentally Handicapped Children was one of g Pp fondling. and tail-pultine. 
the people who pioneered the idea of short-stay homes emergency care in As b@any, family. the darce 


in Central London. 
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PETER and Pamela tidy up after a game in the quiet 
room overlooking the courtyard at the back of the house. 


times of family crisis 


or to give parents an 
occasional break from 
the ‘constant burden 


basement kitchen is a focus of 
activity. Residents are often 
to be found ‘helping cook,’ or 
gathered for a snack around 
the scrubbed wooden table. 


of looking after- a D d 

severely handicapped esperate nee 

child. One of the people who first 
The charities involved envisaged such a unit in cen- 


are the Catholic Handi- 
capped Children’s Society. 
the Westminster Society for 
Mentally Handicapped 
Children and The Spastics 
Society. Westminster City 
Council supplied a, ramb- 
ling 19th Century House in 
North-West. London at a 


tral London was Jean Selwyn, 
now chairman of the manage- 
ment committee. In her work 
as wellare visitor for the 
Westminster Society for 
Mentally Handicapped Child- 
ren, she realised that there was 
a desperate need for ‘some 
kind of short-stay unit to ease 
the pressure on parenits in the 


SPASTICS NEWS 3 


erations 


Pp 


CHILDREN, staff and yoluntary helpers gather round the teres table for 9 “family- 


peppercorn rent, the three capital. Then she visited 
charities. each ut ou Honeylands, the - well-known ; 3 
€ p P ocentfe «ih ~=~Devon. which Ss SENNIFER, a young vyoumteer anu ca, cm the 


£7,000 for conversions and 
The Spastics Society pro- 
vided architectural services. 
Originally built as a home 


pioneered this type of family 
support with such resounding 
success.. (Honeylands and its 
work was recently featured in 


for a large Victorian — Spastics News.) 
family, it is now decorated ‘Honeylands was our 
in warm colours to provide — jnspiration”. she told 


a welcoming non-institu- 
tional atmosphere. 


Places for 14 


There are places for 14 resi- 
denis, aged from two to 21, 
who may stay for a few days 
or a few weeks, according to 
family circumstances. Accom- 
modation is in one, three, four 
and six-bedded rooms. Local 
children staying there continue 
to attend their own schools 
daily while those from further 
afield have plenty of activities 
to keep them busy at Alison 


Spastic News, at an open 
day held to introduce 
Alison House to the public, 
‘But of course, they are 
part of a big hospital and 
have got all the resources of 
the National Health Ser- 
vice behind them. We can 
only hope to reproduce 
their work on a very small 
scale but at least we are try- 
ing to do something.” 


RIGHT: Matron Jane 
Reynolds and young Becky 


House. Apart from the main find a quiet corner in one 
play area-cum-dining room, s 

which resounds with pop  0f the bedrooms to read a 
music, there is a quiet room story. 


where residents can enjoy an 
undisturbed game of chess or 
scrabble. . 

Jane Reynolds, the attractive 
young matron, stresses that 
Alison House is essentially a 
family place, “We aim to create 
the sort of loying homely care 
that an aunt or uncle might 
give, she said. 

The centre also provides a 
valuable continuity in the lives 
of its ‘visitors, Many of the 


senior residents, dry the dishes after lunch. 


© 
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PRODUCTS 


CAR 


LTD 


Make your car a transport of delight. Our Bespoke 
Tailored Seat Covers are unique in their 
quality and range. We also manufacture stretch 
covers, tailored carpets, steering-wheel gloves, 
vinyl roofs, insulation kits. 


All our products are available through Halfords Accessories shops and garages, 


Albert Mill, Huddersfield Road, Brighouse HD6 1BT 
Tel: Brighouse 0484 (STD) 710126 


TRADE ENQUIRIES ARE INVITED 


children may often need to 
return for short spells, and 
coming back to familiar sur- 
roundings will help to ease the 
pangs of homesickness. 


Miss Reynolds has three resi- 
dential and four living-out day 
care staff, plus three people 
who share night duties, a | 
cleaner and a part-time cook. | 
There is also an enthusiastic 
band of voluntary helpers— | 


™ 


ACO 


GRAHAM Pitney, deputy to the matron, offers adyice 
on a construction project in the playroom. 
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_ wheelchair for sale. 
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= What Wendy, 
- Tracey and 
Dale did... 


WE. were touched to read the 
following letter, published in 
Watford Evening Echo: 

‘Tm writing to tell you 
about my friends Dale Gib- 
son, Tracey Foster and I. We 
are all 13 years old. 

In the past two years we 
have raised £114 for charity by 
having a jumble sale, a quiz, 
a raffle and a stall at the 
school’s summer fete. We also 
sold drinks on sports day. We 
used up most of our time 


' doing this but we also had a 


lot of fun. 

The places we raised the 
-money for, an old people’s 
home and the North Watford 
spastics centre, both invited us 
te look round. We were also 
—invited back by the spastics 
centre to see what they had 
_ bought with money we raised. 
_ IL hope you will publish my 
letter. Maybe someone else 

will try to do what we did. 

Yours truly. 


Wendy Emmett.’ 


—— 


Offers and 


wants 


~~ SCHOOLS, centres, volun- 


tary groups, individual 
spastic people and their 
families are reminded that 
they can advertise their 


“Offers and Wants’ free of 


eharge. Send them to-the 
‘Editor at Society head- 
quarters, 12 Park Crescent, 
London WI. 


FOR salez BEC portable 
electric wheelchair, four 
years old but little used. In 
good condition. Including 
batteries. Control knob 
and lever right hand side. 
£150 or near offer. Can be 
seen by apointment.— Miss 


_ DI. E. Jayne, Wyckstones, 


Hilcote Drive, Bourton-on- 
Water, Cheltenham, Glos 
GL54 2DU. (Tel: Bour- 
ton-on-Water 21125.) 

FOR sale: Chairmobile. 
£90 or nearest offer. — 
Write Mrs R. Bond, 13 
Birchfield Avenue, Beacon 
Park, Plymouth, Devon 
PC2 3LA (or telephone 


Plymouth 51998). 


FOR SALE: Everest and Jen- 


nings power drive chair, Mark 
4A, very little used, in excel- 
lent condition. Complete with 
battery charger, long flex lead, 
tester, water-proof 
apron. £60 or near offer. For 


-imspection and trial run, write 


Mr W. B. Plant, 1 Mattersey 
Court, Mansfield, Notts. 


. NGI9 TDB. 


BATTERY operated electric 
Excellent 
condition. Price £350.—G. M. 
V. Rashbrook, White House, 


be 40 The Crescent, Sandgate, 
2 | 


Folkestone, Kent, 


ther 


Holiday spirits at 
the Royal Hotel 


THEY were _ throwing 
money around at the Royal 
Hotel in Lancaster when a 
presentation of £370 was 
made fto the Lancaster, 
Morecambe and District 
Spastics Society. The 
money included the con- 
tents of a bottle placed on 
the bar and the proceeds of 
several raffles held among 
the pub’s regulars. It will 
be used to provide a holi- 
day at Ellerslie Court, 
Southport, in July for some 
of the group’s children and 


APRIL 
COOKERY 


‘DON’T be an April Fool this 
year! It doesn’t matter in the 
least if your practical joking 
catches you out on the first of 
the month, it is the rest of 
April that needs a bit of care. 

Well, it does when you are 
shopping at least, to make sure 
you are not talked into making 
money-wasting purchases! 

This. is the between-seasons 
time for home-grown vege- 
tables. Winter crops are com- 
ing to an end and spring 
produce is only just beginning. 
Try not to be tempted into get- 
ting second-rate stuff a 
premium prices. 

Although eating apples are 
getting harder to find, cook- 
ing apples should be both 
plentiful and sound. Rhubarb 
—the outdoor-grown varieties 


—will also help with ideas for - 


puddings. Choose rhubarb that 
is firm, of good colour, cer- 
tainly not limp, brown at the 
tips, slimy looking or coarse. 

Rhubarb is ideal for many 
recipes, both hot and cold. 
Here is one suitable for Easter, 
for when guests come or for 
any day of the week: 


MOCK RHUBARB 
JELLY (serves 4) 


1}lb rhubarb, cut into pieces 
4 pint water 

Caster sugar to sweeten 
Cornflour 

loz flaked almonds 


Place rhubarb in 
the water. Cover 
gently until tender. Sieve or 
liquidise. Sweeten as desired. 
Measure rbubarb Jiquid and 
allow one teaspoon of corn- 
flour’ for every quarter pint. 
Mix with a little cold water. 


a pan. with 
and cook 


Return rhubarb to pan. Heat. 
Stir in- cornflour. Bring to 
the boil to thicken. -This 


should not be too thick. Pour 
into four individual dishes. 
sprinkle with a little caster 
sugar to prevent a skin form- 
ing. Decorate with almonds. 
Serve when cold with fresh 
double cream. 


adult helpers. 

On the right of the pic- 
ture is Mrs Audrey Field- 
ing, landlady of the Royal 
Hotel, who was largely res- 
ponsible for the fund-rais- 
ing efforts. On the left is 
Jacqueline Wilkinson, who 
received the cash.on behalf 
of the Lancaster, More- 
cambe and District Group. 
In between are the Mayor 
of Lancaster, Councillor 
Peter Sumner and his wife. 

Picture by courtesy of 
Lancaster Guardian. 
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ow would you rate as a 


‘IF you_ instinctively 
feel irritated when a 
friend calls with a 
problem, would you 
make a good Samari- 
tan? ... If you faint at 


the sight of blood, 
would the St John 
organisation really 


welcome you? ... If 
you shy away from 
disagreeing with 
people, would politics 
really suit?’ 

These are just a few 
of the ways in which, 
according to the 
author of a new book, 
readers can ask them- 
selves, ‘What type of 
a volunteer am I?’ 

‘Working for Free’ by 
Sheila Moore, is a practical 
and extremely readable 
guide for volunteers. The 
author claims that there 


has mever been a_ better 
time to work for free 


Surrey site chosen 


for Jubilee camp 


A JUBELEE camp for men- 
tally-handicapped over 16-year- 
olds is being held by Croydon 
Social Services Department. It 
will take place from June 4-11 


1977 in collaboration with the ~ 


National Society for Mentally 
Handicapped Children and the 
Federation of Gateway Clubs. 

It will be held at Parsons 
Pightle, Old Coulsdon, Sur- 
rey, in open .countryside with 
easy access to both London 
and the South Coast. The site 
can cope comfortably with up 
io 1,000 campers. 


Participating groups will be _ 


expected to provide their own 
equipment, food and helpers 
but Croydon will be able to 
give advice and practical help 
if needed and will act as resi- 
dent hosts. 
Applications 


are invited 


from groups throughout the 
United Kingdom. Details 
from National Jubilee 


Camp for the Mentally Handi- 
capped, Social Services Dept, 
Taberner House (Room 2-02), 
Park Lane, Croydon, CR9 
2BA (telephone: 01-686 4433, 
extension 2533 or 2740). 


It's all free 


SPASTIC children, aged be- 
tween eight and 11, are in- 
vited to have a holiday, free 
of charge, by Ruislip Christ- 


ian Council, during, the week - 


July 29 to August S. 


Among the entertainments 
and outings planned for the 
children are visits to Bucking- 
ham Palace, Windsor Safari 
Park and Ruislip police station 
and there will be parties, con- 
juring shows and films packed 
into the week as well. 
holidays have been run by the 
council for a number of years 
and feature in a specially made 
film which can be hired from 


The Spastics Society’s film 
library. 

there are places for 20 
children and they will be 


accommodated in two dormi- 


The 


{ 
; 


Because of the nature of the 
accommodation, the council 
feel that the holiday is not 
suitable for children who are 
mentally handicapped, ~ suffer 
from severe fits, are hyper- 
active, incontinent or require 
night attention. However 
volunteer helpers will be with 
the children at all times, and 
wheelchairs present no - prob- 
lems. 

The only cost involved is 
that of transporting children 
to and from The Spastics 
Society's Family Services and 
Assessment Centre, 16 Fitzroy 
Square, London W.1 and 
further details can be obtained 
from Mrs A. Hithersay of 
The Recreational Services 
Department, 12 Park Crescent, 
London W.1. : 


Ohl 


PRINCESS Margriet of 


the Dutch Royal Family . 


congratulates the English 
riding team which included 
Timothy Richards, 18, 


Alan Bagshaw, 18, Peter 
Chadwick, 16, Anthony 
Griffin, 16 and Stephen 


tories in a modern church hall. | Kerry, 16, who displayed 


| 


non-existent 


good Samaritan? 


because present-day volun- 
teering doesn’t have to be 
all addressing envelopes 
and rattling fins on street 
corners if one’s talents hap- 
pen to lie in a different 
direction. 

The book includes an 
extremely useful self- 
assessment questionnaire 
designed to help the reader 
decide what type of work 
would be most suited to his 
or her personality. This is 
divided into three  sec- 
tions—The basic facts 
about you,’ ‘What are you 
like?’ and “What do you 
like?° ; 

Factual matters include such 
aspects as personal and work 


Dental care 
is bad or 


THE mentally and physically 
handicapped were among five 
groups singled out in a special 
report as receiving bad dental 
service. The criticism came 
from five Labour MPs who 


prepared the report for sub- 
mission to the Royal Commis- 
sion on the Health Service and 
in it they claimed many people 
were getting inferior dental 
treatment from the National 
Health Service or even none 
at all. - 

Since the report by Laurie 
Pavitt, Frank Hatton, Brian 
Davies, Harry Lamborn, 
Renee Short and dental experts 
was published, it has been 
attacked by the British Dental 
Association as ‘baseless and 
dangerous nonsense’ but when 
Mr Pavitt went on BBC Radio 
2’s Jimmy Young Show a 
listener rang in to deplore the 
care of a spastic’s teeth. 

Parents of, spastic children 
concerned for their children’s 
teeth can- obtain ‘A guide to 
the care of your child’s mouth’ 
published by the Society at 
35p from the Society’s head- 
quarter’s: 12 Park Crescent, 
London WIN 4EQ. 


their horsemanship in a rid- 
ing display to celebrate the 
centenary of the Johanna- 
stickting Centre for the 


Disabled, Arnhem, 
land. ; 


Hol- 


/ 


| 


The invitation to ride ~ 


came from the Centre’s rid- 
mg master, Mr J. Mars- 
chalk whe was impressed 


7 


commitments, spare time avail+ 
able, skills and talents; 
previous experience of volun- 
tary work. é 

The personality assessment 


section ,is the longest and 
includes such questions as 
‘Which two of the listed 


adjectives would you most (and 
least) like to hear applied to 
you?’ ‘Choose the alternative 
that describes you best and that 
which best. expresses your 
opinion.’ ‘In an emergency (or 
when you see a severely dis- 
abled person or when faced 
with mental illness) your first 
instinctive reaction is... # 
‘The most important things in 
life to you are... . .’ 


Your likes 


The third section, ‘What do 
you like?’ asks, for instance, 
‘Which of these job-ads would 
most interest you?’ ‘If you 
had money to give away. which 
organisation would you choose 
to give it to?’ ‘After a day’s 
work, you most like to spend 
the evening.... ‘Did you 
like wearing a uniform?’ 
‘What has been the most enjoy- 
able experience of your life?’ 

The author says, ‘for most 
of the questions you are the 
best person to work out the 
implications,’ but she offers a 
few guidlines as to interpreta- 
tions including those quoted at 
the beginning of this review. 
Other comments inchide, ‘IH 
you instinctively feel distaste 
at the sight of severe disable- 
‘ment, it is difficult not to have 
disabled people sense it,” and 
‘The official attitude towards 
the mentally ill is to help them 
in the community if possible. 
.«.Some professionals feel 
quite strongly that amateurs 
should not meddle with the 
mentally ill’ ~ 

The book points out that 
opportunities for 
are now extremely varied and 
helpfully divides the field into 
five categories — voluntary — 
organisations that give service, 
voluntary organisations — that 


. Feeruit volunteers directly, self- — 
help and pressure groups and 


politics and public service. 

The book can be dipped into 
for the vast amount of 
practical information it ,con- 
tains but it is also an excep- — 
tionally good straight-through — 
read, giving entertaining in- 
sights into the psychology of 


volunteers and some of the: 


“people they aim to help. 


‘Working for Free, by 
Sheila Moore, is published 
by Pan Books, price 75p. 


ch princess 


by the standard of riding 
by English handicapped — 
riders at a seminar at Arn- 
hem the previous year and 
_ the five riders were selec- 
ted after proving the top 
competitors at The Spastics. 
Society’s gymkhana_ at 
Buckingham Palace re- 
cently. msn be 


volunteers 


SPASTICS NEWS 5 


JANICE Metcalf had 
come.all the way from 
Castle Barnard, Co 
Durham, to join the 


party. 


SKI-ING holidays are the 
latest activity to be 
pioneered by The Spastics 
Society, and in March a 
party of 15 young people 
returned to Britain glowing 
with sunburn and_ vitality 
from the slopes of the 
Dolomites. The venture 
was the idea of Dr David 
Morris, a _ consultant 
paediatrician associated 


with the Society and him- 
self an expert skier. 

Dr Morris led the party 
and arrangements for the 
week’s stay at the Italian 
mountain resort of San 
Valentino were made by 
the Society’s Holidays Sec- 
tion. Hire of equipment 
and the services of a local 
instructor were part of the 
holiday package. 

The young — skiers, aged 
between 16 and 26 and all 
lightly handicapped, came 
from the Society's Thomas 
Delarue School and Sherrards 
Training Centre or were indi- 
vidualiy chosen from the 


lenge 


who broke a leg on the last 
day. 

Dr Morris” told Spastics 
News: ‘The Swiss have taken 
spastics ski-ing, so I thought 
why shouldn’t we? All the 
members of our party went on 
to the slopes and the trip has 
established without doubt that 
spastics can ski. It was a total 
success, I hope this will be 
the beginning of many such 
winter holidays.’ 


Unorthodox 


Both Dr Morris and the local 
instructor, who have never 
taught disabled people before, 
were surprised how easily the 


Ski youngsters adapt to 
a new 


body found his or her own 
way of coping with new pat- 
terns of movement, 

Dr Morris thought even 
more could have been achieved 
if boots or skis could have 


been adapted to suit individual 
handicaps. 


Plenty of 
room in 
narrow 
- boats 


DEVOTEES of Kenneth 
Grahame’s children’s classic 
‘Wind in the Willows’ will 
recall that it was Ratty who 
opined that ‘there is nothing, 
nothing like messing about in 
boats’ —- a sentiment shared 
by 20 pupils at the Society’s 
Meldreth Manor School who 
at the end of this month will 
be doing just that. Except that 
with the close supervision of 
11 staff, for the week-long holi- 
day north along the Grand 
Union Canal to Lower Wee- 
don there will not be any 
‘messing about’ likely to lead 
to accidents. . = #* 

It is the third year running 
that Ken Osborne, Head of the 
Senior Schools has. organised 


Holiday Seection’s mailing list. young people adapted their this highly popular~ holiday. 
AH those who took part had bodies to the unaccustomed The cost is around £450 — and 
to be able to balance on one activity. They could fall EL eS aot peer —_ 
leg and pick themselves up if without hurting themselves : ¥ Alan ounsell is e fund- 
they fell down. Only one Ces and although some adopted DOCTOR David Mor raiser who gets _the money 
son arrived back with the unorthodox techniques like ris, who led the party, through running bingo sessions 
status symbol of a limb. in using only one stick, every sets out marker posts. [!° local villagers, and a 
plaster—Paul Hitchcock, 18, = : second-hand clothing shop in 

the school- grounds. Some 

parents also make contribu- 


tions up ‘to £10. : 
Ken explained: ‘We hire the 
narrow boats from the Wyvern 
Shipping Company of Leigh- 
ton Buzzard who let us have 
four narrow boats at half the 
low season price. The company 
belongs: to “Major — Griffin, 
whose daughter Susan was a 


‘TRANSPORT. 


SOUTH BENFLEET 2352 


ESTABLISHED 1935 


WORLDWIDE oe pupil here about four years 

: Se a 2 ago. [ think he must have 

- s nn m aS , ties 
REMOVALS SERRAGE JANICE Metcalf, Co Durham, Josephine Evans (o°"Sioan' in ‘mind because 


from Stourbridge, Marilyn Wood from Lanca- 
shire, and Nicholas Haigh from Wigan, look 
rather sad on the coach that took them part of 
their journey home. 


they are absolutely ideal for 
giving handicapped children a 
boating holiday -~ there is 
plenty of room to get wheel- 
chairs on board.’ 


Quality fasteners 
in quantity 


For Agricultural, 
Automotive, Constructional 
& Petrochemical Industries 


Nearly every type of fastening 
need is covered by our Standard 
Range backed by a fast delivery 
service from our distribution 
centres. To meet new and 
unusual fastening requirements 
we have a range of Special! 
see! Fasteners and we will also design 
| ¥ ‘ -_ and develop fasteners to: suit 

| : specific needs. Most of our 
fasteners can be supplied with 
any type of protective coating 
and we have the most modern 
Hot Dipped Spun Galvanising 
plant to give maximum protection 


Thomas William Lench Ltd 


PO Box 31, Excelsior Works, Rowley 

Regis, Warley, West Midlands 

B65 8BZ. 

Tel 021-559 1530. Telex 338735 
Carr & Nichols Ltd, Gwent Fasteners Ltd, 
The Lancashire Screw Estate, Stephenson 
Bolt Works, Felnex Trading 
Atherton, Manchester St, Newport, 
M29 9LB NPT OWZ 
Tel 05-234 2431 Tel 0633 73371. 
Telex 67104 Telex 49160 

SN AS 


GENERAL HAULAGE 


Anywhere * AnyTime °* Estimates Free 


TIRED out after a 
week in the open air, 
Tony Griffin of Thomas 
Delarue School, sleeps 
peacefully on the 
homeward journey. 


COLYER & SOUTHEY 
(SALES) LTD. — 


17-18 Tooks Court, Cursitor Street, HC4 
Telephone: 01-242 0091 (20 lines) 


e e [ 

, a a a ) 
Commercial Art Materials if. 
\3 Gladstone Ltd, Warley Fasteners 
Portrack Lane, Ltd, 
Waterfall Trading 
Estate, Cradley Heath, 
Warley, West 
Midlands B64 6PU 


; Fully Insured 


32 GRASMERE ROAD, THUNDERSLEY, 
BENFLEET, ESSEX 


SN AI7 
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RT Our Distributing Companies 


Gladstone 
Fasteners Ltd, 
Harlington Works, 
Old Newton Road, 
Heathfield, Devon 
TQ12 6RN. 

Tel Bovey Tracey 
3777. Telex 42934 


Stockton-on-Tees 
TS18 2HE 

Tel 0642 64481 
| Telex 58169 


Sole Distributors of ‘Snopake’ and 
Sole Manufacturers of C.S.10 Line Boards 


Mon 


| Tel 021-559 4214 
Telex 336308 


DO YOU eat, read, watch TV, 
sitting up, relaxed and 
blissfully comfortable ? 


TRIPILLOW USERS DO! 


For full details of the TRIPILLOW and 


REPAIRS TO PALLETS A SPECIALITY 


Timber Importers 
Manufacturers of Pallets:and 
Packing Cases 


: THE OWNERS OF 


To: TRIPILLOW, 
CONCRAIG HOLDINGS LTD, 
55 PALL MALL, LONDON SW]. 


| 

| 

i 

| 
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“THE MIDDLESBROUGH ESTATE LTD 
sate, eee on eee 1] CARGO FLEET TIMBER YARDS, MIDDLESBROUGH, CLEVELAND. 
Tel: 01-839 4216/7, ol i Telephone: (0642) 242657 (two lines) = Se 
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the run of 
the house 


tf for any reason you have problems 
getting up and down stairs, the Doole 
Stairlift can start 2 new way of living: 


ft can be used by anyone with ease, 


> or the stairs can be used in the normal 


way. 


With the flush to the floor platform 
and concealed electric mechanism you'd 
hardly know it was there, 


The spacious platform accommodates 
a wheelchair or a tip-up seat. 


Installation is quick and convenient; The & 


first Dooley Stairlifts were installed 
13 years ago — our experience ensures 
a superior product, 


For details telephone 
(0262) 77447, or write to 


Dooley Stairlifts, Lancaster Road, Carnaby Industrial Estate, Bridlington, 


Yorkshire 


dooley 


THE WILTON NURSING HOME 


SN AI5 


-Wood Road, Hindhead. Tel: 042-873 4809 


A luxurious Nursing Home set in its own grounds and fur- 
nished in the traditional style. Offering central heating and 
wash hand basins and tele-nurse communications system in all 


rooms: 


Lounge and dining room facilities. Double and single rooms 
on three floors. Connected by lift. 


Trained Nurses on duty day and night 


SN A3- 


Designed to teach children to walk through all stages 
of development. Fully adjustable. Made in two sizes. 


For further details contact 


Amesbury 


PONTYGWINDY ESTATE, CAERPHILLY, 


MID-GLAM 


Telephone: 0222 867211 


THE HOUSE HE BUILT AND LIVED IN 
FROM 1812-1832 


ABBOTSFORD 


NEAR MELROSE 


Home of Sir Walter Scott 


OPEN TO VISITORS 
MARCH 22 TO END OF OCTOBER 


SUNDAYS: 2 pm - 5 pm 
- ADMISSION RATES: Adults 50p, Children 25p, 


WEEKDAYS: 10 am - 5 pm. 


Bus parties 40p, and Children, 20p 
Cars with wheelchairs or disabled persons enter by private 


entrance. 


TEASHOP IN GROUNDS 


Scottish Omnibuses Ltd. Tours daily from Edinburgh— 
April till October 


Abbotsford House, Melrose, Scotland 


ee 


Awards 


Judges faced hard task 


CORBET Woodall, TV personality and: himself 
crippled by arthritis, summed it all up when he 
said of the Society’s fifth Achievement Award’s 
nine finalists — ‘It was an absolutely impossible 
task — you are all such very remarkable people. 
| know | speak for my fellow judges when | say 
it has been a privilege to learn about you.’ 


He was echoing the words of both the Society’s 
Chairman, Mr Dorrein Belson, and Mr Leslie Knight, 
general manager of J. H. Dewhurst Ltd, who provided the 
prize money. 

It was the second year that Dewhurst’s, the nation- 
wide chain of butchers, had provided the prize money for 
the Achievement Award. The winner, Joe Hughes of 
Belfast, won £250 and was presented with the Silver 
Award cup by Mr Belson. Second was William Keown, 
also of Belfast, who won £25, and the joint third prize of 


Whoop of joy trom Joe— 


APRIL 1977. 


for such ve 


£15 each went to Mrs Jennifer Weller, of West Malling, 
Kent, and John Bonser, of Manchester. The other 
finalists were presented with £5 premium bonds and 


inscribed medals. 

There had been 300 names put forward for the Award, and 
Mr Belson said in his speech of welcome at the Society’s head- 
quarters: ‘The judges have had a very much harder task than in 
previous years in making their selection. Each one of the nine 
selected to come here today have, to my mind, won far more 
than we can give them in terms of cups and money and medals, — 
They have the continuous award of what they have achieved by 


way of independence through their own efforts.’ 


The judges were headed by Lord Crawshaw who was unable 
to be present at the ceremony through illness. His place was — 
taken by Mr Ken Long, managing director of Top Ten Pro- 
motions Ltd, which runs the Spastics Pool. Norman Croucher, 
who lost his legs at 19 and went on to become a mountaineer, 
climbing Mont Blanc, the Jungfrau, the Matterhorn and Eiger; — 
Corbet Woodall and Ann Darnbrough, assistant general secre- — 
tary of the Multiple Sclerosis Society made up the rest of the’ 


panel. 


Society s man of courage 


IT was with a whoop 
of sheer joy that Joe 
Hughes heard The 
Spastics Society’s 
Chairman, Dorrien 
Belson, announce that 
he had won _ the 
Society’s 1976 Special 
Achievement Award 
of an inscribed silver 
cup and £250. 


In a moving award 
ceremony at. the 
Society’s headquarters 
in March, the audience 
gasped: with astonish- 
ment at the magni- 
tude of Joe’s achieve- 
ments read by Mr 
Belson from the cita- 
tion prepared by Mr 
Raymond King, 
nominated Joe, who is 
34 and comes from 
Ballymurphy, Belfast, 


Ulster. 

‘Joe has been  handi- 
capped since birth. Both 
arms are affected and both 


JOE Hughes’ face reflects 
his delight at winning. He 
will use his prizemoney 
for a holiday. 


SUE Smith of Durham is no stranger to award cere- 
monies at the Society’s headquarters for her abilities 
and talents are widespread — she has already won a 
literary award. She is pictured here with her husband 
Ken. They were married five months ago. 


who — 


legs, save for the ability to 
push with his left foot by 
which he propels his wheel- 
chair backwards. Spasticity 
also affects his vocal chords 
so that apart from. a few 
laboured words like 
“Thank you,” he is unable 
to speak. 

‘Combine these grave 
disabilities with the fact 
that he is the eldest of a 
family of seven, that his 
father and mother are deaf 
and dumb, that his family’s 
economic circumstances 
are, to say the least, poor, 
that he lives in one of the 


most troubled areas of 


JOHN Bonser, joint third 
prizewinner, not only 
spends his days helping 
his neighbours and raising 
money for charity, but in 
his limited spare time has 
Started on his autobiog- 
raphy which will tell of 
his 30-year fight to prove 
his sanity. 


Belfast, and one would 
assume that here is justifi- 
cation for self-pity and 
introversion. Not so, for 
the list of disadvantages 
has to be balanced by the 


in abundance — courage 


_ of the group’s income—about — 


made herself useful. when Mi 
in the company of her sons J 

ae” 
qualities of the human 
spirit which Joe possesses — 


faith, determination, hope 
endeavour: and love. ~— 


‘Although Joe is most. cer 
tainly above average. intelli« 
gence he spent most of his 
early life from eight to 14 in 
mental institutions. From the © 
age of 15 to 22 he was.a resi- 
dent in a special care unit. In. 
1965 he joined a local youth 
club whose members provide 
the finance to send him 
Lourdes, In 1968 he we 
again, this time earning the 
money himself by running 
mail order catalogue club. | 
1969 he joined the North 
Ireland Group of the Disabled — 
Drivers’ Association \ a 

‘It is estimated that Joe has 
been personally responsible for — 
collecting more than one-third 


£8,000 over the past five years. — 

‘In April, 1975, Joe saw a_ 
film on the work of Oxfam and — 
determined at once to do some-_ 
thing to help the people of the ~ 
“Third World.” On a cold, 
continuously rainy day, Joe— 
pushed himself backwards with - 
his left foot only, the 10 miles — 
from Belfast to Holywood, : 
taking seven hours, to collec 4 
£1,200 in sponsorship: money 
for Oxfam. He- repeated this 
feat in September, raising over 
£2,800, which put Northern 
Lreland as the “top region” for 
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mes Loring, the Society’s Director, presented his special 
12-year-old Susan Flanagan, from Liverpool, who with 
ght for herself, dashed into the path of a car to save a 
urs two-year-old boy from being run over. 
his speech, Mr Knight, whose firm not only provided the 
or the prizes but the bronze medals and some of the 
penses, said how pleased Dewhurst’s were to be able 
Tole in the Award. ‘At the end of last year’s ceremony 
oved and elated by the courage and good humour shown 
alists in the face of adversity. The courageous finalists 
p the real heroes of our society.’ 
liam Keown, 41, decided to use his £25 second prize. to 
frust Fund to help the disabled. William, who doctors 
d would never survive infancy, is a businessman of con- 
e Standing in Ulster where his shop, factory. and mail 
usiness provides employment for well over 100 people. 
s Jennifer Weller, of West Malling, Kent, received two 
jtions—one of them from her 11-year-old son Joseph, who 
his citation with the words: ‘My mum is a spastic. She 
est mum in the world.’ He ended by saying: ‘I think 
tastic.’ 

g the citation, Mr Belson added: ‘And I do, too!’ 


| 
| 


i 


feller to walk as a child. So naturally, Gretel 
¥ collected her joint-third prize from Mr Belson 
i Joseph. 


Dnser, aged 69, of es 
tum Walk, Gorton, 
| aod 

| being wrongly con- 
) a mental institution 
ars, Mr Bonser has 
lerms with his handi- 
is merely physical 
NOWn amazing powers 
-and resourcefulness. 


ghes, aged 34, of 
rock Crescent, 
f urphy, Belfast, 
mn Ireland. 


Hes has been handi- 


Nee birth. He cannot 


: 
| 


is just learning to 
ND his arms and both 
affected, save for 
/ to push with his 
by which he prépels 
hair backwards. 

Mes from a poor 
this parents are deaf 


re 


HAROLD Sharpe at 21 
was the youngest of the 
nine finalists and had one 
of the longest journeys to 
make — from Barrow-in- 
Furness, Cumbria, where 
he is a porter at the local 
hospital. As his area’s spas- 
tic representative he travels 
to meetings up and dowa 
the country. 


He lives in one of 
foubled areas of Bel- 
{Spite all; this; Joe 
| Self to the service 
MWNeown, aged 41, 
(tage Industries, 
| tum, Belfast, 
1 Ireland. 

| h was not expected 
10 walk or to be able 
I from education. 
learned to walk 
Mpport of a collie 
is 


| 


ans 
i 


shhievement ro! 


remarkable people’ 


Dees 
es 


Prize for 
‘Impulsive 
Susan 


SUSAN Flanagan’s 
moment of heroism came 
last summer the day she 
dashed into the road to 
rescue a toddler from the 
path of a car. Plucky 
Susan’s impulsive action 
undoubtedly saved the life 
of a neighbour’s two-year- 
old son. But for Susan it 
meant two months in pain 
as she lay with plaster on 
her broken leg. For the car 


dog. He also started school at 
the ‘age of seven and completed 
a commercial course at the 
age of 18. 

After a series of operations, 
he became involved in occu- 
pational therapy, particularly 
in the use of knitting machines. 

Today he has built up his 
own shop and factory, employ- 
ing five members of staff and 
110 home knitters, 


Joan Ross, aged 34. of 


Ramsey Court, Park 
Road, Hornsey, London 
N8. 


Miss Ross only learned to 
walk in her teens after much 
determination. Although her 
education had been limited be- 
cause of her handicaps, she 
studied at her local adult edu- 
cation centre. She succeeded in 
passing ‘O’ levels and ‘A’ levels 
and is now taking a degree 
course in Humanities 


Philip Rule, aged 45, of 
Gladstone Avenue, 


Wood Green, London 
N22. 
Mr Rule’ received very 


limited education due to his 
handicaps. He was unable 
to take the written examina- 
tion for radio, television and 
engineering servicing, but 
passed top of his class in the 


| of ho 


Bi a ors a eS 4 


LITTLE Susan Flanagan 
poses prettily with the 
Society’s Director, James 


Loring, after he had 
awarded his special prize to 


her of a watch, book and — 


medal as a mark of her 
courage when she saved a 
toddlex’s life. 


struck her as she pushed 
the child clear, breaking 
her disabled Jeg. Susan not 
only missed the family 
holiday to Spain—she also 
had to learn to walk again. 
As he presented her with 
her special prize, Mr 
Loring said: ‘Go on being 
courageous, Susan, and go 
on being impulsive.’ 


nour 


practical examination. After 
several jobs which he held 
down successfully, he decided 
to devote his life to studying 
electronic engineering and to 
helping disabled people with 
their television and transistor 
radio repairs, Which he car- 
ried out in his home free of 
charge. He also acts as welfare 
officer and adviser on the prob- 
lems of the disabled, 


Harold Sharpe, aged 21, of 
Quantock Green, Bar- 
row - in - Furness, Cum- 
bria. 

Mr Sharpe was told by his 
headmaster that employment 
would be out of the question 
due to the severity of his handi- 
caps and it would be better 
for him to go into residential 
care, He refused. He applied 
for several jobs but was un- 
successful. Eventually he suc- 
ceeded in passing his driving 
test and acquired an Invacar. 

After some time he was 
olfered an assessment course:in 
a hospital occupational therapy 
department. It did not appeal 
io him. but he took the chance 
out of desperation. The staff 
found him most helpful and his 
natural cheerfulness and sense 
of fun appealed to the patients. 
Eventually he got the chance 
to become a_ porter in the 
physiotherapy department. Not 
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MORTON BOND 
& CO 


Removals e Deliveries 
Light Haulage, Etc 


Long distance removals to and from 
Birmingham at competitive rates 


FREE QUOTATIONS ON REQUEST 


Tel: 021-706 9302 


DOSCO 


Overseas Engineering 
Limited 


Wish continued success 
to your organisation 


HAWKER SIDDELEY 


DOSCO OVERSEAS ENGINEERING LIMITED 


OLLERTON ROAD, TUXFORD, NR NEWARK, NOTTINGHAMSHIRE, 
ENGLAND. TELEPHONE: TUXFORD 870621/6 


Hawker Siddeley Group supplies mechanical, electrical and aero» 
space equipment. with world-wide sales and services. 
SN Al2 
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TYME MUSIC LTD 


, Specialists in 


Guitar and Amplification 
for Professionals and | 
Beginners 


Repairs undertaken to any instrument 


*& Department of Education Members welcomed & 


30 Lawn Lane, Hemel Hempstead, Herts 
Tel : Hemel Hempstead 65322 


SN AIO 


Connoisseurs in Adaptations for 
Car Conversions 


DONALD MILLER 


& SONS 


Spring Street, Brighouse, Yorkshire 
Telephone: 2222/3 


CONTRACTORS TO M.OH. 


SN AS 


With Best Wishes and Compliments 


BARDEN CASTINGS LTD 


ALUMINIUM FOUNDERS 
GRAVITY DIE AND SAND 


Wolverhampton Airport, Pendeford, Wolverhampton 


Telephone: Fordhouses 7660 
SN A7 


‘“AGRIMOTORS' 


(AMG COACHES) MERTON 


Coach, Mini-Bus and Car Hire 11, 12, 14, 29, 36, 37, 41, & 45 seaters 
are available for local and long-distance travel. 


Taw & Torridge Coaches Ltd (Barnstaple Area) 


12, 29,'26, 37, 41, 45 seaters available for short or long distance travel. 
Both Companies welcome enquiries from Department of Education, as 
we specialise in this form of coach hire. 


Registered Offices for both companies: 


Merton Garage & PO, Merton, Okehampton, 
Devon, Ex20 3DZ. Tel: Beaford 324/200 


SN A6 


¢ 


» 


8 SPASTICS NEWS 


Cont. from Page 6 


collecting funds in Oxfam 
Week. 

Joe is. also an inveterate 
traveller. In addition to visit- 
ing Lourdes eight times. he 
attended the 1976 ~Montreal 


Olympic Games and spent six 
weeks travelling through 
Canada and the USA although 
he had nowhere to sleep the 
first time he landed in New 
York 


RAYMOND King, who 
nominated Joe Hughes for 
the Achievement Award 
was the-first one to con- 
gratulate him on his suc- 


cess. He flew over with 
Joe for the ceremony. 


Mr King goes-on: ‘So much 
for Joe’s achievements. They 
can be applauded or dismissed 
as “gimmicky” according to 
one’s viewpoint—what cannot 
be disputed, however, is the 
man’s philosophy, — which. 
though unspoken, touches 
everyone who knows him. 

It was the second year run- 
ning that Mr King, Chainnan, 
Central Committee for the 
Handicapped of the Northern 
Ireftand Council of Social Ser- 


Whoop of joy 


indusiry. 
vices, had decided to nominate 
Joe. 

Mr King explained: ‘I meant 


to put him forward for last 
years award but I didn’t 
remember till December 30 


and the closing date was Janu- 


ary 2. I sat up all night writ- 
ing the nomination and then 
drove round Belfast looking 


for a pillar box to post it. But 
all the pillar and post boxes in 
the province have been modi- 
fied to prevent letter bombs 
being mailed and 1 just 
couldn't find-a letterbox with a 


wide enough slit to get the 
letter in’ 
Joe intends to spend his 


Winnings on a holiday and the 
first thing he did after the 
presentation was to rimg his 
sister Bernise in London to 
te her via Raymond King 
who'd fiown from, Belfast that 
morning with him, that he was 


The Spastics Society’s 1976 
Special Achievement Award: 
winner. 


WILLIAM Keown, who came second, learnt to waik 
with the aid of a dog. A successful businessman, he was 
last year awarded the MBE for his services to cottage 


THEY PAY 
TRIBUTE TO 


HER WORK 


FOLLOWING the death 
of Miss Ursula Ballance, 
announced in last month’s 
Spastics News, a tribute has 
been received from Mr A. 
W. Brown, the Principal of 


the Society’s Meldreth 
Manor School. 

“Miss Ursula. Ballance’ was 
more than just a- frequent 


visitor to the school—she was 
firmly established as a friend 
and working colleague, not 
only because she was an easy 
person to’ relate to, but also 
because she was a truly pro- 
fessional person. Miss_ Bal- 
lance was expected to, and did 
indeed, attend most of our 
social functions. 

We will miss Ursula Ballance. 
She will always be fondly 
rémembered by the staff here. 


Miss Ballance had: been a 


regional social worker for the. 


Society for the last 15 years 
and the Controller of Per- 
sonal. Services, Miss Margaret 
Morgan, adds: ‘Although in 
her usual thoughtful way, Miss 
Ballance had tried to let every- 
one know of her serious  ill- 
ness, very many families. 
spastic people, colleagues and 
local group members feel a 
very real sense of loss now 
that she is no longer with us. 
One of the last matters she dis- 
cussed with me before her 
death was who was going to 
follow on’ with her work, 


‘A special fund has ben set 
up in her memory and those 
who would like to contribute 
should contact me at 16 Fitz- 
rey Square. London W1, 


ee 


STAMFORD 
Spastics Society celebrates its 
Silver Jubilee this year. The 


and District 


group was started by two 
couples — the parents of spas- 
tic girls Hazel Nicholls (now 
33) and Barbara Blades (29). 

Mr Nicholls is- now the 
group secretary and Mr Blades. 
together with their wives and 
daughters stil’ serve on the 
committee. 

The group's main function 
in the early days was to locate 
spastics in the area, raise 
money and use the cash to 
help them and their families. 
Later if expanded operations 
to sponsor spastic children 
and adults in local centres. 
Members gave support to the 
society's Wilfred Pickles 
School at Tixever and helped 


COMMITTEE members of 
the Stamford and District 
Spastic Society which has 
its 25th anniversary this 
year. Back row (left to 
right) chairman Mr Derek 
Blades, Mrs Helen Blades, 
Mr Derek Marjoram, Mrs 
Eileen Mee, Mr Albert 
Blades, Mrs Flo Blades, Mr 


provide a covered way and 
swimming pool for the pupils. 

Then, because the group had 
become a victim of its “own 
success and was unable to ad- 
minster the wide area. into 
which it had expanded, 
branches were set up in Peter- 
borough. Spalding and Oak- 
ham. The highlight of these 
efforts was the setting up of 


Honour roll 
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only has he made a success of 
his job, but he has extended his 
capacity to doing other tasks 
on the portering pool and is 
regarded as a most useful mem- 
ber of staff. 


Susan Smith, aged 28, of 
Grape Lane, Durham 
City. 

Mrs Smith left school at 15, 
and after many attempts ob- 
tained a job in a factory. She 
found this boring and went to 
evening classes-to get her “O' 
levels. She obtained one and 
after much thought decided to 
study full time at the technical 
college. Within two years she 
had “gained five ‘O” levels and 
three ‘A’ She applied 
fo Durham University and was 
first she had to 


levels. 


accepted. At 
travel to and from the univer- 
sity which was a great physical 
strain. The college reluctantly 
agreed to let her stay in college. 
This proved a great boon and 
Susan was successful in her 
first year exams and was 
allowed to proceed to the joint 
honours course in sociology 
and social administration. 
Susan was awarded a second 
class honours degree. 

Susan was one of the first 
severely handicapped students 
in a university which provided 
no special facilities for the 
handicapped, and there was an 
additional pressure on her to 
show that the disabled: can, in 
spite of their disadvantages, 
be academically equal to other 
students, 


Picture lett: 
MRS Lily Wells came to 
the very first annual meet- 
ing of The Spastics Society 
in 1953 so she is no 
stranger to the Society. She 
is pictured receiving her 
finalist’s £5 premium bond 
and medal. 


their Jubilee too 


Nick Nicholls, Mrs Phyllis 
Nicholls (the four founder 
members). Front row Mrs 
Carol Marjoram, treasurer 
Mrs Shirley Beard, Mrs 
Joan Glenn, Miss Barbara 
Blades, Miss Hazel 
Nicholls. 
Picture by courtesy of 
Lincoln Mercury. 


the Lincolnshire Spastics Cen- 
the Lincolnshire Spastics 
Centre at Scunthorpe, — the 
Slampford group helped buy 
the land, 

But money is a_ perennial 
problem. Although. the group 
raises nearly £2,000 a year, it 
can only just manage to main- 
tain services with nothing over 
for expansion, 


to walk. 


| 
| 


PHILIP 


repairs 
TY and radio sets for the. 
disabled free of charge. 


Rule 


Mrs Jennifer Weller, aged 
45. of Police Station 
Road, West Malling, 
Maidstone, Kent. 


Mrs Weller looks after her 
husband and two sons, aged 11 
and 13. single-handed, despite 
her handicaps. She also works 
full time running a_ riding 
school for the mentally and 
physically handicapped. 

Her 11-year-old. son Joseph 
writes: ‘My mum is- a spastic. 


She is the best mum in the 
world. That’s what I think 
anyway. She gets up every 


morning at 5.30 and does all 
the housework, feeds six dogs. 
feeds the fish. Then she goes 
to the riding stables and feeds 
the ponies. Then she goes 
home and has breakfast and 
does some more work. She 
goes to work at 7.40 and gets 
home at 6 pm. Mum started 


to ride when she wads two and - 


the ponies she had -helped. her 
And that’s what my 
mum does. 1 think she’s fan- 
tastic.’ 


"teens — would make it 


y 
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| 
Mrs Lily Wells, aged 59, | 
of Barnett. Wood Lane, 7 
Ashtead, Surrey. 4 
Mrs Wells has to wear a leg | 
brace and has only the use of 9 
one arm, yet. the average fit 
person would find it exhausting } 
to keep pace with her for 4 | 
day. ‘Lily’s full. time occupa. | 
tion is looking after her house ¥ 
and her spastic husband and ¥ 
maintaining a large garden. Iq 
her spare time she serves on q 
number of charitable commit. 
tees and is a fund-raiser pap 
excellence. She holds gardeq 
parties and coffee mornings 
her home. Her most. notable 
effort at one function was rais- 
ing £145, a 


JEAN Ross, 34, wante 
to teach mentaily ha 
capped children but 
authorities said her | 
abilities she did 
learn to walk until 


hard for her. Jean, | 
taking a humanities de; 
said, ‘I did my studyiz 
prove them wrong as 
as anything else. 


MR Charles Vranch who, 
with his wife Kay, started 
what has become the 
Devon and Exeter Spastic 
Society, was found dead in 
a caravan at the school 
which he administrated 
and which bore their name, 
on March 17. He had been 
suffering from ill-health. 

Mr and Mrs Vranch had 
worked for 20 years on 
behalf of spastics and 
launched the local group 
with funds of just over 50p 
after one of their three 
sons was born handi- 
capped. Their efforts 
resulted in the building of 
a purpose-built school with 
every facility for 50 spastic 
pupils, and just before it 
was opened in 1970 the 
couple were told it was to 
be named after them. 

The school’s headmaster, 
Mr Stanley Johnson, said: 


Have you seen Sus 


ONE of the Society’s work- 
force at London Headquarters 
has gone missing, believed 
‘kidnapped’ by mistake. Susie, 
a tortoiseshell cat who with 
brother, Barry John, was a 
rodent operative in the base- 
ment of the rambling building 
in Park Crescent, has been 
missing since the middle. of 
March, when a number of 
weekend conferences were 


‘ 


Charles Vranch di 


—a pioneer of ca 
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THE Biddie Engineer 


“We are ‘all shocked ai 
saddened by Mr Vi 
death and he is~ alr 
greatly missed. Thi 
will be a living mor 
to him but his lo 
great tragedy” 


Rent-a-chair 
new sche 


has launched a rent- 
scheme whereby a di 
person can have any o 
the BEC electric wiheek 
for a deposit of £50 
depending on the model, 
ments. of £11-£20 a4 
spread over two years. 
the end of this peri 
‘hirer’ would pay 50p 
unti! payment is comple 
Full details of the sche 

can be obtained from 1! 
Managing director, 

Engineering Co Ltd, 103 
bridge Road, Halesowen. 
Midlands, B63 3UB 


held. It is feared that so 
one attending one of @ 
meetings thought Susie wa 
stray from outside and, 
ing they were doing 
kindness, took her home. 
is hoped that if this is the 
she will be returned to. 

in the mail room where 
missed by all her w 
not least her broth 
pining away, 


_than 


AAN SPARKE from 
the little village of 


ll never make a for- 
tune from -his money 
oxes, but they are 
ng to make him 
nous. Famous not 
because his intri-— 


sought after, but 


ause Alan is a 
erely handicapped 


at home with his 


father and 
evoted mother, will ‘star’ 
an illustrated leaflet 


produced by The 
tics Society. It will 
the public about the 
is made by spastics to 
some sort of employ- 
t in a world where even 
} for the able-bodied 
‘very scarce. At the 
time it will encourage 
handicapped people 
et rid of the idea that 
y are on the employ- 
nt scrap heap. 


one 


Many jobs for the. heavily 
handicapped are .boring and 
repetitive...Alan is lucky that 
his ‘work’ incorporates his 
hobby of woodwork, and he 
takes the pride of craftsman- 
ship in making his money 
boxes, 

Very unusual money boxes 
they are. They look like Swiss 
chalets, complete with shut- 
tered’ windows, sloping roof, 
log piles, entrance porch, and 


-even an outside bench for sit- 


ting to enjoy the Alpine 
scenery. The only detail miss- 
ing seems to bé anywhere to 
put the money in—or take it 
out again. — 

It isn’t that Alan has for- 
gotten that purchasers want to 
actually put coins into his 
money boxes—he has given 
them a unique touch. Each 
rustic chalet has two ‘secret’ 
openings crafty enough to 
baffle the gnomes of Zurich, 
and it is no wonder that they 
attract buyers on sight. 

Alan makes his money boxes 
With the aid of a fretwork 
power saw in.a little workshop 
which was once an old pantry. 
They are sold at £1.80 a time. 
retail, throughout the country, 
by the Homework Department 
of The Spastics Society, which 
has a continuous demand for 
Alan’s Suffolk-made Swiss 
chalets. = 

Unfortunately, because Alan 
is so handicapped and confined 
to a wheelchair, and because 
the money boxes are so com- 
plex, he can’t turn out many. 
The cash he earns will never 
be more than just a little extra 
pocket money. But it is the 


ee 


lan has made it in more way 


Alan with his Suffolk made Swiss chalets. They attract buyers on sight. 


making of them that matters— 
the fact that a young man who 
would be perfectly justified in 
sitting back in his wheelchair 
and letting others do every- 
thing for him, has the satisfac- 
tion of working, and ‘doing 
something useful.’, 


Not bad for someone whom 
doctors once thought would 
spend his hfe in hospital. 
‘When he was a baby, the 
medical people told me that he 
would mever leave his bed,’ 
said Mrs Jennifer Sparke. ‘But 
Alan has always been very 
determined. We are very 
proud of him.’ 

Though Alan has made over 
2.000 Swiss chalets in the last 


_ independence 


10 years, he has never been 
to Switzerland to see a real 
chalet, and hasn’t any ambition 
to do so. He doesn’t get out 
much, and when a_ special 
order came last summer just 
before the family’s holiday, he 
was quite happy to stay at 
home to rush it through, 

The Spastics Society is proud 


of Alan’s achievement and the - 


new leaflet will emphasise that 
spastics ike him do not ask 
for pity, but for the chance to 
gain fulfilment and a little 
through the 
dignity of work. 


While Alan is pleased that 


his determination and enthu- 
siasm will be used as an 


aft 


ARS Ena Davies, Speech 
‘herapist at the Society’s 
‘aig -y- Parc School in 
»Outh Wales, has been 
ointed adviser to a new 
arch project concerned 
with a pictorial sign 
fanguage for children who 
cannot speak. 

Jp to now, severely handi- 
ed spastics and _ others 
Out intelligible speech have 
Municated by pointing to 
Ss on an alphabet board, 
use of a ‘Lightwriter’ or 
mary typewriter, and by 
nd sign language. The Bliss 
Ymbols Communications 
tem, however, -can be used 
with young and retarded child- 

M because neither ‘speaker’ 
Mor ‘listener’ needs to be able 
fead and spell. 

he symbols were invented 
a 


_— 
~~ 
+ 


project 


more than 30 years ago by 
Charles Bliss, an Austrian who 
survived a Nazi concentration 
camp and was determined to do 
something which would lead 
to .better understanding 
between nations. 

Inspired by Chinese ideo- 
graphic writing, he invented 
an international Janguage of 


picture symbols. But. the 
system failed to attract interest 
until in 1971 a Canadian 


teacher of the handicapped 
came across a book by Charles 
Bliss and thought the symbols 
could be used to help cerebral 
palsied children communicate, 

Sinee then the symbols have 


been successfully tried out im. 


double 


celebration 


DAVID Johnston, Head- 
master of Percy Hedley 
School, Newcastle-on- 
Tyne, which is affiliated to 
The Spastics Society, is pic- 
tured outside Buckingham 
Palace after receiving the 
MBE from the Queen 
Mother. His wife Chris 
and niece Allison Parker 
accompanied him fo the 
Investiture. 

Mr Johnston, who this 
year celebrates his silver 
jubilee in residential special 
education, has been head of 
Percy Hedley since 1963. 


Therapist advises new speech 


British special 
Research 


a number of 
schools and Action 
for the Crippled Child has now 


given a grant of £20,000 for 
further development of — the 
system. The money will pro- 


vide facilities for a recognised 
adviser (Mrs Davies); the pre- 
paration of teaching materials, 
the organisation of training 
courses and a clearing house 
for the exchange of ideas. 
Research programmes will be 
co-ordinated and a_ national 
evaluation of the system 
carried out. 

Mrs Davies will be 
ported by a committee , repre- 
senting Chailey Heritage 
Schoo! and Hospital, Sussex, 
Heathfield School, Fareham, 
the Inner London Education 
Authority and the Scottish 
Council for Spastics, 


sup- 


For all ages 
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encouragement to other handi- 
capped people, he rather won- 
ders what all the fuss is about. 
‘There is nothing special about 
me,’ he says modestly. ‘I just 
like making money boxes. . . ” 

And he wheeled himself 
off to his tiny workshop to 
make another one. It will 
take him a long time, he 
won't get much money for 
it, but the box will bring 
pleasure to someone Alan 
will never meet. Most 
important of all, Alan has 
made it. In more ways 
than one. 


Sheila Jenner 


* Batricar now complete with hood 
Pavement or country roads 
For Shopping and Country Rambles 
Climbs 4° kerbs and steep gradients. 
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A big bus 


-@ massive 


saving 


COACHBUILDING — appren- 
tices at Blackpool College of 
Technology and Art have de- 
signed and built a 21-seater 
bus specially adapted for 
spastics passehgers. The pro- 
ject will save Crewe Spastics 
Society about £16,000. 

The Crewe group ap. 
proached the college’s vehicle 
bodywork department after 
hearing of similar work it had 
done for other charities. The 
college welcomed the project 
as. it gave the apprentices who 
train there part-time a chance 
to work on the vehicle from 
scratch. It took three years for 
the coach-to be completed, 
with about 12 students work- 
ing on it each year. 

Special -features include 
double doors and a wheelchair 
lift. The bus is estimated to 
be worth approximately 
£20,000 but cost the Crewe 
Spastics Society just over 
£4,000 for a chassis and maters 
ial costs. Special features in- 
clude double doors and a large 
wheelchair lift at the back. 


a . - 
Duck Inn’s gift 
CUSTOMERS of the Duck 
Inn, Laverstock, Wiltshire, 
have raised £150 for the Wilt- 
shire appeal fund for a day 
centre with residential facili- 
ties for  multi-handicapped 
school leavers. The cheque 
was received by Mrs Joyce 
Smith, a vice-chairman of the 
Society and chairman of Salis< 
bury and District Spastics 
Association. 
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BATRICAR 
STROUD ENGLAND 


Send for free folder and demonstration details to: 


Braune of Stroud, Griffin Mill, 
Thrupp, Stroud, Gloucestershire GL5 2AZ 


Name 
f Address 
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WINDOW 


ON WALES 
by Emlyn Davies 


THE Wales Region is 
proud of the award of the 
Director's Commendation 


Medal to Yvonne Berry of 
Haverfordwest. Yvonne, a 
21-year-old severely handi- 
capped spastic, has so pro- 
gressed in swimming that 
she is now able to swim 
more than a mile. 

Yvonne has been assisted by 
Mr Richard Gau, who runs 
“Swimming for the Disabled’ 
eyery Tuesday and Thursday 
at Haverfordwest swimming 
baths. 

Tt. was felt that somebody 
who had also shown the same 
grit and determination — in 
swimming should be asked to 
present the medal to Yvonne. 
and 17-year-old Ann Adams 
agreed to do so. 


Ann is ranked seventh in the 


Proud day for 
Yvonne 


PREGNANCY 
TESTS 


British Pregnancy Advisory Service is 
a non-profit making registered 
Charitable Trust, 


Birmingham 021-643 1461 
Brighton 0273 509726 
Cardiff 0222 372389 
Chester 0244 27113 

Leeds 0532 443861 
Liverpool 051-227 3721 
London 01-222 0985 
Manchester 061-236 7777 
Sheffield 0742 738326 
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world in the international med- 
ley 200, has also held every 
Welsh swimming champion- 
ship, has won over 300 medals 
and has competed in the Mon- 
treal Olympics, Common- 
wealth, European and World 
Games. 


Ann also presented to 
Yvonne a £5 premium bond 
and her own personal gift to 
mark the occasion. 

Yvonne presented Ann with 
a pennant from the Montreal 
Olympic Games, given by Lord 
Parry, who introduced the 
ceremony. 


TO raise funds for the pro- 
posed holiday to be given to a 
number of disabled people, 
including five spastics, in the 
Pembrokeshire area, the people 
of Haverfordwest are being 
asked to donate all the Green- 
shield stamps they can save. 
The trip is. to be made in the 
now famous Jumbolance to 
Germany in June, and much 
money is still required to 
enable the trip to go ahead. 

Tf you have any Greenshield 
stamps, please send them to the 
secretary of Pembrokeshire 
Spastics Society, Mrs Valerie 
Gau, 68 St Martin’s Park, 
Haverfordwest, Dyfed. 

A mass of Greenshield 
stamps were presented by Lord 
Parry to Mrs Valerie Gau, 
Yvonne Berry and Mr Jimmy 
Gillard following the presenta- 
tion to Yvonne Berry. 


YV ONNE Berry, Ann Adams and Richard Gau, leader 
of ‘Swimming for the Disabled, at the presentation. 
Yvonne is unable to stand unaided. 


ee. eee 


Celebrity holiday ry for two 


CONGRATULATIONS 
Roberts, the Regional 
Officer Wales, his 
recent appearance as a con- 
testant on the ITV programme, 
‘Celebrity Squares.’ 

Joha won a holiday for his 
wife and himself in Portugal 


to 
John 


for on 


plus over £300 in money, but 
he was very successful in get- 
ting a good ‘plug’ for The 
Spastics Society and its yolun- 
teers at the beginning of each 
part of the programme. 
Congratulations to John and 
| hope he and his wife have a 
fabulous holiday in Portugal. 


dig 


lifetime of trouble-free service. 


Head Office: OAK STREET, NORWICH. Tel: 29337. 
Branches throughout the country. Consult the Yellow Pages. 
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WINDOWS 


In So many ways Anglian can improve your living conditions, 
make your home lighter, brighter, warmer. The superb range 
of Anglian products, ali manufactured from satin finish ano- } 
dised aluminium, require no maintenance and will give you a 


Spare time 
studying 
won degree 


YOU would think being in 
full-time occupation plus being 
chairman of a large local 
group would be enough for 
most people, but not for Mr 
Owen~ Lewis, Chairman of 
Swansea and District Spastics 
Association. Owen, who has 
been studying with the Open 
University, has been awarded 
his BA degree. 


Since 1971 


Owen has been studying in 
his spare time since January 
1971 when the Open University 
came into being and has com- 
pleted all courses during that 
time. 

Owen has told me that he has 

found that a number of dis- 
abled persons have also been 
studying with him 


THE Carnegies are at it again 
with their jewellery sales. This 
incredible husband and wife 
team have, for the second year 
running, sold over £1,000 
worth of jewellery. One’s 
immediate reaction is to say, 
‘How do they do it?’ and we 
congratulate them 


APRIL 4g 


Morgan js 
ballet teacher, -who_ lives ; 
Swansea. However, in additio * 
to teaching young girls | 
dance, she also bears in miy 
the problems and frustration 
of those who are unable { 
dance. 5 
Miss Morgan, _ therefoy, 
organised a performance } 
her. ballet students to ra 
money for Swansea and Dis 
trict Spastics Association’ 
centre at. ‘Longfields.’. Ag , 
result she was able to presey 
a cheque for £200 to Mr ( 
Lewis, Swansea Group (aboye 
_ The presentation, made q 
‘Longfields,’ was attended }y 
executive members of the 
ciation and _ officers of 
Ladies’ Guild. : 


MISS Frances 


== 


Lead the field in Patio Doors, Replacement Win ndows s x 


Precision-made,avallable single 
or double glazed, Anglian Patio 
Doors will improve the appear- 
ance of your home, create a 
feeling of spaciousness and 


light, 
Out with those old rust- 


ing or rotting window frames, 
in with superb Anglian Re- 
placement Windows. Many de- 
signs to choose from, a choice 


of single or hermetically sealed 
double glazed units. 


Growing Concern ? 


Your concern is to help the incontinent patient 
‘maintain his confidence. 
One word solves the problem—INCO. 
“The combined range of INCO PRODUCTS offers 
‘a complete protective system: that aids both the 

patient and the: nurse. 


Inco garments —made Shae 
PYC with a convenient drop-front for 
easy changing, in seven adjustable 


Inco Roll —made from highly 
absorbent cellulose, soft cotton woo! 
encased in a Knitted tubing gives 


GOOD NEWS | 


_ for SPAS 


"BEC PORTABLE ELECTRIC WHEELCHAIRS 
CATER FOR YOU | 


With a BEC Standard Control box, you canh 


a BEC portable electr 


It's easy to use. ... and it means ‘independence’. 
BEC ’Standard Control’ box gives a fixed, constant: 
when the joystick is pushed forward. BS, 
positive help in cases of spasticity or sti 

where co-ordination is diffic 
To help further, BEC wheele 


‘ICS 


ic wheelchair. 


maximum protection and is especially _ 
suitable for use with either Inco 
garments or pull-on pants. 


inco Pads —for the protection of 
“beds and chairs—are highly absorbent 
with soft high wet strength covers 
and waterproof’ backing. 


sizes to ensure a perfect individual fit. 


New Inco pull-on pants—especially 
suitable for arthritic and the more 
ambulant patients, made in five sizes. 
The elasticated legs and waist give the 
wearer complete protection. 


Both garments are washable, 
waterproof, suitable for either sex 
and permanently size marked. 


Inco 
GARMENTS, ROLLS & PADS 


Robinsons of Chesterfield 


ROBINSON & SONS LIMITED, WHEAT BRIDGE, 
CHESTERFIELD S40 2AD. Telephone Chesterfield 31101 


Take a fresh look at the Inco range— 
it aids your patient and your nursing 
staff. - 
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—~ . are available with left or 
hand ‘Standard Control’ ne 


See how a BEC ‘Standard 
Control’.box can bring | 
independence to hand, 


trom 


£265 sou 


FREE FROM V.AT. WITHA 
DOCTOR'S CERTIFICATE 


PROPORTIONAL CONTROL 
ALSO AVAILABLE, 


7 Complete the coupon for full de 
the BEC portable electric wheelchair 


"BIDDLE ENGINEERING CO. LTD. ‘ 
103, Stourbridge Road, HALESOWEN, WEST MIDLANDS, B63 3UB. 


oO Please send brochures and price list, sense Petraes 
[] Please arrange for demonstration (without obligation). 


yy 


‘ if. 


Name a 
ESSERE ANAT OSA G09 98 ENS ACEO N GROTTO ne ag ana le ; 


Address ,. ° 
, Coneccocecvacencevensecsnuseuss ea datenas seovivehivataegentessetan 


mashea gee 


Oe 
Tel, No, ps3 cance 
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News about : 


the 
Spastics Pool. 


Wins trip 
down under 


G first prize in a 
al competition for Spas- 
tics Pool supporters means a 
holiday of a lifetime in Aus- 


John Fraser Murison and his 
wife Madeline. 
They couldi’t believe their 
good luck when Roy Laver, 
Director of Top Ten, Alan 
nfold, of Qantas Airways, 
rek Hudson, of Top Ten 
el, and area supervisor Mr 
le called at the Muri- 
ns home in Fraserburgh to 
Their success in the compe- 
ition has caused them quite 2 


On 


their minds which of the 


Australia to include in 
itinerary. Their three- 
holiday will, of course, 


) 


encouraging’ start. 
ial envelopes. are being 
rned. daily to the market- 
ing department for processing. 
~For further information 
Write to Martin Handford, 


ralia and the Far East for 


dache, as they. can’t make — 


ie cities in the Far East © 


MR George Assanakis, of Stonehouse, Gloucestershire, 


was one of five first prize winners in a national Charm 


Girl Competition for Pool supporters. 


prize of a new mini from Mr Bill Thomas, left, secretary 
of the Gloucester and District Spastics Society at the ICI 


Fibres Sports and Social Club, Brockworth. 


tured is Mrs Assanakis. 


Also pic- 


His idea gives 


24 million gifts 


MR Geoffrey Long retired 
on April 1 as a Director of 
Top Ten _ Promotions 
Limited, the promoters of 
the Spastics Pool. 

‘G.A., as he became known 
to distinguish him from. the 
other Long brothers within the 
organisation, joined Regional 
Pool. Promotions Limited in 
February, 1958, after over 20 
years in the electricity supply 
industry. His association with 
Francis Van Neste and Douglas 
Arter, the General Manager 
and Secretary of RPP Ltd, had 
commenced some years earlier 
in. a part-time capacity, and 
when the existing expertise on 
pool competitions was pro- 
posed to be channelled ‘into 
raising much needed funds for 
charity, he was invited to join 
the organisation full-time. 


the 


field of charity fund raising, 
and now with the comforting 
thought that over £34 million 
has been raised for spastics 
and other charities, he can look 
back with some satisfaction on 
the decision he made then. 

His forte was administration 
and he was subsequently 
appointed Assistant General 
Manager. It was G.A. who ni 
1959 dreamed up the idea of a 
gift scheme to be included in 
the package of benefits offered 
to members -of the spastics 
competition—an idea'so popu- 
lar that by now 24 million 


gifts have been distributed 
under the scheme. 
G.A. was appointed to the 


Board of RPP Ltd in 1966 on 
retirement of Mr Van 
Neste,. and he was. also 
Managing Director of Good- 


He received his ° 


marketing department, West- He was one of many who print Supplies Limited, who 
=imorland House, 104 Stokes gave up a secure position else- provided the gifts for the 
where to enter the unknown scheme. 


Eroft, Bristol BS99 7QX. 
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_ Nooneknows more about helping the disabled at 
home than Mecanaids. Lifting and bathing aids, toilet 
aids, reaching aids, even gardening tools. . . and full 


information is freely available to you through this 
‘ comprehensive booklet. Just by returning the coupon. 


All Mecanaids aids to the disabled are designed and 
built to the highest engineering standards. And they‘re 
backed by a professionally-experienced and caring 
staff, who will do their best to see that you get 
precisely the aid you want, when you want it, and 

_ where you want it. 


The Mecanaids Homecare Products booklet is a 
‘must’ for anyone who faces problems of caring for * 
the disabled at home. Send for your copy now — it 
could solve problems that have been bothering you 
for years. 


«aids the disabled 


MECANAIDS LIMITED, 

ST. CATHERINES STREET, 
GLOUCESTER GL?t 2BX 
Telephone: Gloucester (0452) 36262 
Telex: 43461 


ae GS es ee ee EE SE es 
Please send me full information of 
Mecanaids Homecare Products. 


Name, 


Position 


Organisation 


Address, 
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Workshop for brains 


rather than brawn 


WORK has started on a accommodation for the 
major new development in severely disabled, and a 


the Neath Hill area of the 
new city of Milton Keynes. 
The project is a joint one 
between The Spastics 
Society and the Milton 


workshop for people of a 
high. imtellectual ability. 
Twenty-four flats are being 
built within a radius of a 
quarter of a mile of the 
‘Intelluctual Workshop. Ejigh- 
teen of these will be standard 
three-person units specially 
adapted to provide accom- 
modation for one or two per- 


Keynes Development Cor- 
poration, and will provide 
living 


both independent 


DOUGLAS Arter, Chairman of Top Ten Promotions, 
handing over a first dividend cheque of over £714 to Mrs 
Sonya Shelley of Bristol at a special presentation in the 
directors’ lounge at Westmorland House on March 17. 
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sons. The remaining six units 
are designed for one person 
(two at a squeeze) and will be 
situated. adjacent to the 
“Intellectual Workshop.’ 


Two four-bedroomed houses 
will be provided for staff. one 
of which will contain a sick 
bay or meeting place. 

The ‘Intellectual Workshop’ 
is an idea that has been with 
the Society for several years. 

It is envisaged that i 
wil) provide a working environ- 
ment for 12 university gradu- 
ates or professional qualified 
people, who will either pool 
their resources or work inde- 
pendently in an environment 
designed to give them every 
opportunity to utilise their 
potential to the full. 

The intention is to set up a 
business organisation to pro- 
vide worthwhile and possibly 
lucrative employment. A ‘work 
finder? will be employed to 
assist in making contact with 
potential clients. 

Sources of employment. for- 
other people are still under dis- 
cussion. Some may find out- 
side employment but the 
Society is looking at the possi- 
bility of providing a shop or 
launderette which could be 
operated on 4 rota system by 
those who wish to work there. 

Those who would like more 
information about the project, 
or who may be interested in 
moving to Milton. Keynes 
should contact Miss M. Mor- 
gan, Controller of Personal 
Social Services, Family Ser- 
vices and Assesment Centre. 16 
Fitzroy Square, London W1. 


Specialist manufacturers 


of purpose made... 


@ GRAB RAILS 

@ GRAB 
HANDLES — 
etc. for the 
aged and 
the infirm 


(Lancashire) LIMITED 


For 


Hospital Sanitary 
and Bathroom 
Fittings — Consult 


RYDERS 


Victoria Works, Nelson Street, Bolton BL3 2DW 
Telephone BOL 382017-8-9 


hI 
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12 SPASTICS NEWS 


Society s latest 
venture probes 
world markets 


THE Spastics Society, 
which has been in the 
export business for 
many years with its 
unique lightweight 
wheelchair, ‘The 
Newton,’ is now capi- 
talising on its expert- 
ise in the field of 
disablement. 

It set up recently a sub- 
sidiary company, Newton 
Aids Ltd, which has just 
acquired a factory on the 
Dolphin Industrial Estate, 
Southampton Road, Salis- 
bury, Wilts, and provided 
much- needed jobs in the 
area. 

Newton Aids Lid was estab- 
lished as a‘separate organisa- 
tion to research and develop 
special aids for the handi- 


‘manufactured at 


Conference 
Jenks ahead 


vit Ee" Midlands region of The 
Siasties Society held its ninth 
annual conterence on April 3 
at Leicester ~ University. 
Chaired by Lord Crawshaw, 
its theme was: ‘Looking to the 
future 

~ After the welcoming address 
by Mr F. F, Wright, chairman 
of the Regional Co-ordinating 
Committee, delegates from all 
ever the. Midlands heard a 
waniety - “of... speakers., ..The 
Society’s Head of Enmiploy- 
ment, Mr Philip~Dyer spoke 
on employment prospects for 
handicapped ~ school 
and adults, Dr Eva Alberman 
_of Guys Hospital’s Paediatric 
Research Unit spoke on _#tre- 


search into the causes of cere- 


bral palsy and Mr Dennis 
Gray, Special Education In- 
spector’s theme was on_ the 
future of special education, 
In the afternoon there were 
discussions on group’s home 
visitors and then Mr R. G. 
Brooks, FCA, the Society's 
Director of Finance, spoke on 


the financial problems facing | 


the Society. 

Full coverage of the con- 
ference will appear in. next 
month’s issue of  ‘Spastics 
News’, 


leavers - 


capped as -well as to expand 
the world market for the 
famous Newton wheelchairs 
which are manufactured at the 
Society’s Birmingham Sheltered 
Workshop. Already 75 per 
cent of these chairs are sold 
abroad, Recent marketing 
efforts in the USA have resul- 
ted in orders of over $100,000. 
Distributors have now been 
established in most parts of the 
world, and sales are increas- 
ing dramatically in a number 
of countries. 

A series of other wheel- 
chairs to suit differing handi- 
caps will ‘also be promoted, 
including an indoor powered 
chair easy to manoeuvre in 
confined spaces: These will be 
Salisbury 
along with a number of aids 
for feeding, mobility and 
recreation. 

The company is aiming at a 
turnover of £1 million by 
April 1978, and the factory 
will be fully competitive with 
other commercial concerns. 
But all profits will be coven- 
anted to The Spastics Society, 
thus benefiting disabled people. 

Said Mr Ray Hodgkinson, 
General Manager of Newton 
Aids Ltd, ‘We shall>be manu- 
facturing a variety of new and 
unique aids for the handi- 
capped that other firms do not 
supply. These will .be 
developed from ideas that the 
Society has accumulated over 
the years, as it is a natural 
magnet for innovations to 
make. life. more normal and 
simpler for people with handi- 
caps. 

The company will also offer 
a Valuable seryice to the handi- 
capped. It will see disabled 
people in their own homes, in 
hospitals, residential centres or 
special schools —. preferably 
with an occupational therapist 
present—and advise them on 
the. right. aids to suit / their 
particular problems. 

Newton Aids Ltd also hopes 
to. be able to offer hire pur- 
chase facilities to make it pos- 
sible for handicapped people. 
usually in the lower income 
brackets, to afford some of the 
more expensive aids. 

As turnoyer increases, the 
factory will, where possible. 
supply vital sub-contract work 
to work centres for the handi- 


. capped which are run by The 


Spastics Society in various 


parts of the country. 


RADIO Meldreth takes to the air with Mrs Gail Barrow, teacher and Wednesday e even- 
ing disc jockey, and Mr Roy ‘Mugsy’ French, domestic supervisor and the station’s 


newsreader, at the mike. 


Their 
high 


EVERY Wednesday duting 
term-time the children of the 
Society's Meldreth Manor 


School can. be found clus- 
tered round the speakers of 
the school’s public address 
system, as soon as tea is over 
at 5.30,.It’s the high spot ol 
their week for over the -air 


Sharing t} their 
problems 


“BANBURY and District Spas- 


tics Soviety, Oxon, has started 
the Sparrows Club — an in- 
formal-play group and coffee 
morning for « young - spastic 
‘children and — their 
Mothers can meet and unwind 
over a cup of coffee, discuss 
mutual problems and watch 
their children play together. 


Mrs Fiona Baker, chairman ~ 


of the Banbury group, said, 
‘As the mother of a spastic 
child I know that the chance 
to talk to other parents in a 
friendly atmosphere and share 
experiences can be more help 
than all the professional ad- 
vice in the world. 

‘There are many things I 
and other members have 
learned the hard way and we 
feel that we can help parents 
facing similar problems, 
Equally we hope parents of 


older children will come along” 


and give us some pointers for 
the future.’ 


David can help himself 


DAVID Hendy, 8, and his 
fellow spastics at the White 
Lodge Centre, Chertsey, 
Surrey, can now be more 
independent in the centre’s 
hydrotherapy pool, thanks 
to Egham Round Table. 
The tablers have presented 


two specially-made stain- 


less steel bars which span 
the width of the pool and 
enable young bathers to 
support themselves 
aided. 

Said the centre’s princi- 
pal, Carol Myer, ‘The bars 
will teach the children to 


use their arms and legs and 
not rely so heavily on adult 
helpers.’ 


Pictured in the pool are 
(left to right) Carol Myer, 
David Burridge, Chairman 
of Egham Round Table; 


un- 


and David Hendy, 


parents. _ 


comes their very own ‘Radio 
Meldreth’ which has been 
broadcasting their record re- 
quests, providing a local news 
bulletin and a favourite story 
in serial form, for two terms 


now. 


The requests come in from 
parents. from the staff and 


radio show is 


spot of week 


from the .children themselves, 
Birthdays are always marked 
with a special dedication. 


Now. ‘Radio: Meldreth’ is 


broadcasting a” special request 
of its.own — it would welcome 
more singles to add to the 
record 
from any professional DJ’s. 


library and a_ visit’ 


A new challenge for 


the White Witch’ 


LIZ Sorrell is well-known to 
readers of ‘Spastics News’ as 
the white witch who reads for- 
tunes, casts spells and runs an 
advice service by telephone as 
well as being a winner of last 
year’s Literary Award run by 
the Society. Now Liz; a spas- 
tic. has been called on to per- 
form an exorcism. 

‘A girl came to my Totten- 
ham flat for a Tarot card read- 
ing and mentioned that she 
was troubled by an unhappy 
presence at her home. She 
asked me if I knew any incan- 
tations to get rid of it. 

‘} agreed and I was taken 
by car to the home in Muswell 
Hill, When I got there I was 
asked if £ read palms — I 
don’t, but I do “read’’ faces 
so I was given seven. photos 
and. asked what the subjects’ 
characters were like. 

‘They were satisfied then 
because I was so accurate and 
then I performéd the exorcism. 

‘I chanted the incantations, 
touching each surface of the 
particular room affected as I 


did so. You could feel the 
atmosphere as soon as you 
entered — someone had been 


deeply unhappy, 
‘T- left a box of charms to 
keep trouble away. It con- 


tained salt which represents 
plenty, a nine-nailed horse- 
shoe for good luck, two doyes 
enamelled on a. stone to 
represent peace and sealed the 
box. If the seal is broken the 
eri is lost. 


I also burnt an effigy of a 
heart with four pins sticking 
in it which draws the curse 
back on the spirit from which 
it emanates, so that it gets no 
peace till it leaves them alone,’ 

Liz warns that witch craft 
practised by the inexperienced 
can be very, very dangerous. 


Literary Contest 


LITERARY contest for 
the handicapped, 1977, 
Don’t forget the closing 
pale for entries is April 


There are two cate- 


gories for children’s 
work, an adult section 
and a_ poeiry compe- 
tition open to all ages. 
Entries should be sent to 
Mrs Nina Heycock, 27- 
33 Harrington Gardens, 
London SW7 bid 


' health service money into the 


9 TS 


; Spastics Society, 12 
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‘Prevention 
should have — 
priority” 


KEEPING one severely handi. 
capped spastic person from 
birth to the age of 65 couk 
cost the community nearly £1 
million. For this reason if 
was sound economic sense ra 
prevent handicap, Mr James 
Loring, Director of The Spas- 
tics Society, told the Inte 
national Cerebral Palsy Society 
Conference at Oxford, on 
March 31. 4 

The field of prevention had 
been neglected, Conéentration 
had been on caring for the 
handicapped. In Britain j 
was estimated that 40,000 child. 
ren have cerebral paky. 
Between a quarter and a thir 
were severely physically and 
or mentally handicapped. — 

Knowledge of preventi 
was extensive in Britain, bu 


“a 


much remained to be applied 
Barret could have — 
avoided in about 50 per | 
- of all cases if all the avai 
knowledge had been applic 


Action and re-education of 
medical. personnel 


urgently required. 

He called = on — spas 
societies throughout the we 
to bring pressure to re-deplo 


fields of research and preven. 
tion. 


£900 from 
Concert 
appeal 


A 


Royal Albert Ha 
March 26 for a per! 
ance of Beethoyen’s | 
Solemnis, | marking 
150th annivyérsary of 
composer’s death ar 


aid of the Society’s I 
Manor School. 


Guest of. honour 
Lord Mayor of London, 
Robin Gillett, seen here 
left, Mr D. G. L. Bean, 
man of the Society’s 
Commitiee and Mrs Bean, all 
right, Mr P. P. Rigby, Exet 
tive Committee memb 
Mr and Mrs Ian Daw 
herd, . Executive Co mm 
member and former chair 
Other dignitaries included | 
Bishop of London and | 
Excellency the Ambassai 
Oman, Mr N. S. Bealls 

The Bishop of | 
Appeal, made at. the 
raised about £900. 
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